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“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.
You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing…”

F

- Isaiah 9:1-2

rom the beginning of Creation, God foresaw this momentous act of love
in which the Son of God would enter into our world fully, becoming one
of us. As we prepare for the coming of Christ in his birth, let us use all
of our senses to “see” in a new way, the presence of God.
Just as the prophet Isaiah boldly proclaimed the coming of Jesus, we invite you
to break open the Word once more in your home, reading Scripture for
accounts of the Nativity as found in the first chapters of the Gospels of
Matthew, Luke, or the more poetic John. Or while on the go, consider listening
to The Truth and Life Dramatized Audio Bible available free on FORMED
(olphparish.formed.org).
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Minnesota. All rights reserved. Used with
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May the Lord open our eyes to his presence in our midst, our ears to his Word,
our touch to his warmth often experienced in our family and friends, our smell
of the evergreen and Christmas cookies or our taste of wonderful meals remain
as signs of God’s goodness and care for us. Moreover, may the Lord strengthen
our sense of Wonder, recapturing the joy of a child on Christmas morning, as
we reflect on the gift of Jesus.

Howard County Regional Advent
Reconciliation Services
Don’t miss these opportunities to unburden your heart
from sin and to be reconciled with God:
• Monday, December 9 at 7:00pm,
Church of the Resurrection, Ellicott City
• Tuesday, December 10 at 7:00pm,
St. John’s, Columbia

Daily Mass & Eucharistic Adoration
Join us for daily Mass to enter more deeply into the
season by reflecting on the coming of Christ, and
receiving Him in the Eucharist.

Oh, Come Let Us Adore Him!
The Chapel is open 24/7 and the Blessed Sacrament is
exposed in the monstrance Wednesdays 9am through
Saturdays at 8am. Pop in for a few minutes, stay for
an hour.

OLPH Parish Advent Reflections!
To help keep our focus on this time
to grow with wonder for Christmas
we offer you this year’s OLPH
Advent & Christmas Prayer Calendar
(page 3). The goal of this prayer
calendar is to approach each week
“with our senses on some of the rituals of the Advent
season” like Christmas movies, Art, Music, yet with our
heart guided to see God in our lives and grow with that
excitement for what is Christmas morning. To get you
started with each new week of Advent, the parish team
will share, on a weekly basis, their own personal reflections
of Christ found in and through music, art, movies and
more. Visit https://olphparish.org/articles to access
the OLPH Parish Advent Reflections.

St. Vincent de Paul
Christmas Giving Tree Program
You are invited to select from 850 gift tags as we do our
small part to bring joy in the form of a gift to children
at St. Wenceslaus, St. Veronica’s, the Franciscan Center,
Sarah’s Hope and Grassroot shelters. Just take a gift tag or
two from the trees in the Narthex on Nov. 30/Dec. 1, follow
the instructions found on the tag and return your gifts (along
with the tag and yarn you took from the tree) to the Narthex
no later than the 11:00am Mass on Sunday, Dec. 15!

SALT-Boxes for Baltimore
Join us in a Christmas Project sponsored by OLPH-SALT
to provide care packages to those we serve in Baltimore
City. Would you please help? Please visit our website at
www.olphparish.org/boxes to sign up to make a box.

Parish Advent Mission
Evenings with Fr. Joseph Mary
December 3, 4, 5 at 7:00pm

Blue Christmas Prayer
Hope for the Holidays
Sunday, December 8 at 7:00pm
The season may bring the first Christmas without a loved one,
or a painful reminder of the those we have been without
for some time. Join us in the Church for a service of prayer
and reflection where we will acknowledge that God’s
presence is with us in our pain. Fellowship time to follow.

Behold: The Joyful Mysteries A Women’s
Evening of Prayer through Sacred Art
December 2, 9, 16 at 7:00pm
Visio Divina is a form of prayer where one uses Scripture and
sacred art to encounter God. Behold is an offering exclusively
for women to come to a deeper understanding of their value
through contemplating the feminine heart of Mary and their
God given gifts as women through Visio Divina. Join us for
three 90-minute sessions in the Church! Can’t make all
three, no worries, join us for the sessions possible for you!

OLPH is excited to host Fr. Joseph Mary from the Franciscan
Friars of the Renewal as he leads our parish in three nights of
time together in Mission. Each night will include a talk in the
Church (Inner Healing, Forgiveness, Reconciliation and the
Eucharist) and time in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.
Make a commitment to your spiritual health and set time
aside for this special offering.

Ben-David Warner, OLPH Music director, brings his fullband, acoustic, Celtic Christmas show to the parish! Featuring a
blend of Celtic, Classical, and Christmas Carol styles of music.
Grab a sneak peek: www.bendavidwarner.com/christmas-tour.

Monthly Eucharistic Festival of Praise
Friday, December 6 at 7:30pm

Women’s Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesday, December 17 at 7:00pm

We experience God’s joy, peace, love, healing, and mercy
when we lift our hearts to Him in praise. Join us for our
Advent Festival of Praise, an evening of prayer, praise, and
worship before Jesus in the gift of the Eucharist.

OLPH Annual Breakfast with Santa
Sunday, December 8 from 8:00am-12 Noon
Join us for a delicious breakfast buffet, Santa’s Workshop
Maker Crafts, games, raffles, and photos with Santa (photos
available until 1pm). Tickets are $11 for adults, $6 for children
ages 3-12, $8 for seniors, and free for children under 3. Visit
olphschool.org for more info!

Celtic Christmas Music Tour
Saturday, December 14 at 7:00pm

This evening will offer a time of prayer for women before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Good Shepherd Chapel. Fr. Mike
will expose the Blessed Sacrament for our time of prayer and
offer benediction and a fellow sister will lead us in
reflection. As we prepare for Christmas, consider giving
yourself this gift of time with the Lord in his very presence.

Christmas Parish Family Dinner Night!
Friday, January 3 from 5:00-8:00pm
Mark your calendar for our upcoming OLPH Family
Dinner Night as we continue our Christmas celebrations. Our
chefs have a wonderful meal planned so take time to relax with
family and friends and join us for a great night.
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Christmas Movies/Specials
Discuss favorite movies or
specials, asking: What does
this teach us about God
entering our world?
Art
Search for great works of
art around Mary & the Birth
of Jesus online, or share the
art of your children and
discuss its meaning
Music
Listen to favorite Christmas
Carols or Hymns, traditional
and contemporary. Why do
we love these songs?

Nativity Creche
imagine the scene of Jesus’ birth.
Reflect on one of the characters
(like Mary, Joseph, or Shepherd) or
imagine characters present. What
did they offer the Lord? What did
they learn from this great miracle?

Favorite Cards
Thank God for family and
friends, as you look through
Christmas cards again. Which
is your favorite and why?
Offering Gifts to God
The Magi brought valuable gifts. What
do you offer the Lord? What can you
aim to give God this year?
Our Baptism
Share those baptismal memories, items
and photos. Mark your 2020 calendars
with your baptismal anniversaries to
say a prayer for each other that day.

Luke 10:1-9
The harvest is
abundant

Psalm 147
Blessed are those
who wait

Psalm 118
Give thanks to
the Lord

Psalm 80
O Lord of hosts,
look down from
heaven

Matthew 15:29-37
Pity for the crowd

O Dayspring

Luke 10:21-24
Revealed to the
childlike

Isaiah 48:17-19
Your prosperity
would be like
a river

Luke 1:39-45
The infant leaped
in her womb

Isaiah 4:2-6
Cloud
& Fire

O Key of David
Isaiah 7:10-14
The virgin shall
conceive

I John 1:5-2:2
God is light, and in
him there is no
darkness at all

Isaiah 2:1-5
Climb the Lord’s
Mountain

O Root of Jesse
Psalm 71
Be my rock of
refuge

1 John 1:1-4
What was from the
beginning concerns
the Word of Life

jan.

Matthew 11:28-30
Come to me all
who labor

O lord
Matthew 1:18-25
Pity for the crowd

Acts 7:54-59
Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit

jan.

Isaiah 40:1-11
Give comfort to
my people

O Wisdom
Matthew 1:1-17
The Genealogy of
Jesus Christ

Luke 2:1-14
I proclaim to you
good news of
great joy

jan.
John 1:1-18
And the Word
became flesh

Luke 1:26-39
Holy Spirit will
come upon you

Luke 1:67-79
Blessed be the
Lord, the God
of Israel

jan.

Psalm 98
Sing to the Lord a
new song

1 John 2:29-3:6
We may be called
the children
of God

jan. John 3:22-30
He must increase;
I must decrease
Isaiah 42:1-7
Here is my servant
whom I uphold

John 1: 35-42
Behold,
the Lamb of God

Luke 2:16-21
And all who HEARD
it were amazed

jan.
Mark 6:45-52
Take courage,
it is I

Luke 5:12-16
Lord,
if you wish

jan.

jan.
Mark 6:34-44
They all ate
& were satisfied

jan.

Isaiah 11:1-10
Spirit will rest
upon him

Psalm 25
Your ways make
known to me

O Emmanuel
Malachi 3:1-4
Lo, I am sending my
messenger to
prepare the way
before me
Luke 2:36-40
The child grew
and became
strong
jan.
1 John 3:22-4:66
You belong
to Christ

1 John 4:19-5:4
Because
he first loved us

Revelations
12:1-6
A woman clothed
with the sun

Mathew 11:2-11
Go and tell John
what you
hear & see
O King
Romans 1:1-7
Through him we
have received the
grace of
apostleship
Colossians 3:12-17
And over all these
put on love

jan.
Matthew 2:1-12
We have come to
do him homage

Christmas Eve Masses
Tuesday, December 24, 2019
4:00pm in the Church and 4:00pm in the Parish Center
6:00pm - Church
8:00pm - Church
12:00am Midnight - Church
❧ A musical prelude will take place before each of the
Christmas Eve Masses
❧ The Children’s Christmas Program will begin at 3:30pm
in the Church

Christmas Day Masses
Wednesday, December 25, 2019
9:00am – Church
Please note, our only Christmas Day Mass
Sieger Köder, “Embrace”

New Year’s
Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
New Year’s Eve - Tuesday, December 31, 2019
5:00pm – Vigil Mass for the Solemnity
8:00pm to Midnight – Eucharistic Adoration
12:00am – Candlelit Midnight Mass

New Year’s Day - Wednesday, January 1, 2020
9:00am – Mass for the Solemnity

Madonna and Child
by Janet Staples, BVM
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