2025-26 CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
REGISTRATION

Placement and Readiness Guidelines

Level I: Child must be ages 3-6 by September 1%,
-Independent with toileting needs (pull ups are fine if child can pull them up on their own)

-Be able to communicate their needs clearly to adult catechist and aides, teen aides, and other
children in the atrium so we can best meet their needs.

-Be open to listening to adult guidance, and to receiving short lesson presentations from the
catechist. Opento being guided in the way to restore the work and place it on a shelf.

-Able to follow simple directions like when and how to clean up, when to come to the prayer table.
-Able to focus on a task without moving too quickly to the next.

-Willing to participate in prayer table time and community prayer and song.

-Open to taking turns with works on the shelf or with sharing their response with the group.

**The first few weeks are a trial period especially for 3-year-olds. If it seems like the child is not
open to adapting to the Montessori environment, we may ask you to try again next year when the
child may be more developmentally ready to engage with the work.

***Parent Support may be needed if an older child in the atrium is struggling to adapt, we may ask
the parent or guardian to come in and be a one-on-one aide for the child. If this need arises, the
parent or guardian will need to complete Virtus training and a background check to be in the atrium
with the children.

Level Il: Child must be ages 6-8 by September 1°. (Please note that Level |l is for 6-9-year-olds, but
we are not able to offer this to 9-year-olds at this time due to space limitations.)

-Able to fulfill requirements of Level | placement (see above).

-Able to work together with other children. Level |l students are on a different plane of
development from Level | children. They are more sociable and prefer to work in pairs or small
groups, as well as independent work.

-Able to read and discuss short scripture passages. First graders are usually just beginning to
read and as the year progresses are delighted to try reading scripture cards aloud. Older Level Il
children often read scripture or materials as part of their work. If a child struggles with reading, this
may cause some distress. It may be a sign that the child is not ready yet for Level ll, or that they
need to be paired with a reading partner. Please let your catechist know if reading is difficult for your
child so we can do our best to meet the child’s needs in this area.



-Beginning to understand place and time. Some of the Level Il materials involve timelines (past,
present, future) and more complex geography. It is helpfulif the child is showing an interest in and
is beginning to understand these topics.

-Able to understand the symbolic meaning of parables. Jesus used parables to teach others
about the Kingdom of God and about God’s justice and love. Many of the Level Il parables are a
concrete example of a truth that Jesus wants us to understand.

-Less excited about Level | work. A six-year-old that is ready for Level Il will typically lose interest
in Level | work. This is a good indicator that they are on a new plane of development and ready for
more complex Level Il work.



